Complete remission of a case of hepatocellular carcinoma with tumor invasion in inferior vena cava and with pulmonary metastasis successfully treated with repeated arterial infusion chemotherapy.
We report the case of a patient having hepatocellular carcinoma with tumor invasion to the inferior vena cava and with multiple pulmonary metastases who was treated with repeated one-shot administration of epirubicin, cisplatin, and mitomycin C by hepatic artery and bronchial artery, which led to complete remission. A 72-year-old woman was diagnosed with infiltrative hepatocellular carcinoma with Vv3, multiple intrahepatic metastases, and multiple pulmonary metastases associated with compensated liver cirrhosis. One-shot infusion of epirubicin, cisplatin, and mitomycin C was performed through proper hepatic artery and bronchial artery for twice at eight weeks of intervals. Pulmonary metastases disappeared and intrahepatic lesions indicated marked shrinkage leaving a scar-like lesion with decreases in tumor markers. After six months and 20 months, tumor markers indicated increasing tendency but no evident recurrence was found by computed tomography or hepatic arteriography. One-shot infusion of the same regimens through proper hepatic artery was performed and tumor markers decreased to normal levels. After 14 months of the last therapy, no evidence of recurrence has been found on image analysis or in tumor markers. This arterial infusion therapy is well tolerated for the patients with compensated liver cirrhosis and might be promising for the effective treatment of advanced hepatocellular carcinoma with pulmonary metastases.